PRINCETON
SHADE TREE COMMISSION

Tuesday, September 26, 2023
5:00 p.m.
Virtual Meeting/Zoom Conference

AGENDA

OPENING STATEMENT

ROLL CALL

PUBLIC COMMENT
MINUTES -  July 25,2023
REPORTS - Arborist Report

PLANNING BOARD REVIEW

1. 820 State Road; Block 805, Lot 4
Galaxy Tile
Major Site Plan with Variances

NEW BUSINESS
OLD BUSINESS

NIDEP Draft Model Tree Ordinance — (Stockton)

Ordinance Updates — (Airgood/Chen/Stern)

Microforest Project — (Ainsworth)

Tubeling Ordering — (Chen/Sapudar)

Update — “See How They've Grown” Photo Gallery — (DeVoe)

LSS

OTHER

ADJOURNMENT




Join Zoom Meeting — September 26, 2023
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87015996332 ?pwd=dzU3eUd|MjlISM2IPNO1MRkxleHRKUTQ9

Meeting ID: 870 1599 6332

Passcode: 374549

One tap mobile
+16465588656,,87015996332#,,,,*374549# US (New York)
+16469313860,,870159963324,,,,%374549# US

Dial by your location
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 646 931 3860 US
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 305 224 1968 US
+1 309 205 3325 US
+1312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 719 359 4580 US
+1 253 205 0468 US
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 360 209 5623 US
+1 386 347 5053 US
+1 507 473 4847 US
+1 564 217 2000 US
+1 669 444 9171 US
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
+1 689 278 1000 US
Meeting ID: 870 1599 6332
Passcode: 374549
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kIQABAWYr
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September 20, 2023
cc: Clerk’s Office

Mayor Mark Freda
Deanna Stockton
Taylor Sapudar
Sharon Ainsworth
Victoria Airgood
Sandra Chen

Ray Devoe

Pat Frawley

Lily Krauss
Radhika Pola
Janet Stern



Princeton Shade Tree Commission
Monthly Meeting Minutes
July 25, 2023
Virtual Meeting/Zoom Conference

Members (voting)

Sharon Ainsworth, Chair
Lily Krauss, Vice Chair
Victoria Airgood

Sandra Chen

Raymond Devoe

Patricia Frawley

Janet Stern

Non-Voting

Radhika Pola-1% Alternate

Council Liaison, Mayor Mark Freda
Arborist: Taylor Sapudar
Guests: J. Butler

OPENING STATEMENT: read by Ainsworth.
ROLL CALL: Chen, Devoe, Krauss, Frawley, Freda, Sapudar, Airgood, Pola, Ainsworth
 PUBLIC COMMENT: J. Butler relayed that there is neighborhood concern about the proposed

redevelopment of the Princeton Theological Seminary Tennent-Roberts-Whiteley (TRW)
property and specifically the potential removal of many mature trees. Butler will provide a
letter from Hibben Road resident, Karen O’Connell reinforcing this request. Mayor Freda
indicated that there will be a public meeting when the development plan is submitted. The
property is adjacent to a historic preservation site. Butler requested that the STC become
involved in the planning process for this property.
Stern added comments to the concern about tree removal and the importance of retaining
mature trees. Mayor Freda clarified the town’s tree saving efforts. Ainsworth asked Sapudar
if he had visited the property at issue. Airgood asked about public access to the development
plan. Mayor Freda suggested that the STC send a letter to express interest in the opportunity
to participate in and comment on the plan earlier in the planning process. It was agreed the
STC would communicate with the Town Clerk and request she apprise the Planning Board and
Town Council of this request.

MINUTES— The minutes of the PSTC June meeting were approved with corrections by a motion
made by Krauss and seconded.
Ayes: Airgood, Ainsworth, Krauss, Chen, Devoe, Frawley

Minutes of the Shade Tree Commission Meeting
July 25, 2023 Page | 1



REPORTS- Taylor Sapudar
-Many members of the public have been reading the TOTM

Infographic for July was Summer Tree Maintenance
o August will be on Girdling Roots
o September and October are open
Tree of the Month for June was the Franklinia Tree
-July will be Southern Magnolia-reference will be made to the specimen in Marquand
Park
© Augustis open
Fall Street tree planting will be posted the week of August 14
Open space contract will be posted the week of August 14
Still waiting to hear back for the CFMP annual report
Currently no pending grant applications
Earle Asphalt has punch list items to address on Witherspoon Street
Municipal Arborist developed a plant health care program for the Downtown Business
District Streetscape. In mid-July, Savatree performed the first of three deep root micro-
nutrient feedings.
STC received a $500 Reserve donation from a Princeton Resident
72’ low impact spider lift has been ordered
o Will be used in open space and areas not accessible to a bucket truck
o Work orders have been created
Local tree company was awarded a contract with Marquand Park to do maintenance
pruning of deadwood in many of the specimen trees
Considering a plan to start phasing out Bradford pear trees in certain corridors
o Leigh, Moore, Vandeventer by Garden Theatre
Cindy Taylor, Open Space Manager is resigning as of August 4

Ainsworth noted that there are four proposed designs for the redevelopment of Community
Park. The site has several mature trees that need to be protected.

Chen asked if anything was needed from the STC for the replacement of the Bradford pear trees
on Leigh, Moore, Vandeventer.

NEW BUSINESS—
OLD BUSINESS:

1. NJDEP Draft Model tree Ordinance-(no updates) - (Stockton)
Ainsworth reviewed STC involvement. There are no updates at this time.

Princeton Tree Ordinance - (Airgood, Chen, Stern)

Stern indicated that the subcommittee is meeting at the end of July. She

added that it was the intent of the subcommittee to report at the September STC
meeting.
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2.

OTHER:

Microforest Project - (Ainsworth)

Ainsworth contacted T. Sands. The Microforest grant is still pending so if awarded, the
PEC will offer recommendations as to how the STC might best contribute to the
project.

. Status of Bill S2186/A3877) to ban the Sale of Invasive Species-(Chen)

Chen reported that the bill to ban the sale, distribution, or propagation of invasive
plant species (52186/A3677) was passed by the Assembly in May. The bill was then
introduced in the Senate in June with the expectation that it would be voted on before
the Senate adjourned at the end of June. Unfortunately, the version of the bill
introduced in the Senate contained some drafting errors and omissions, including
omission of provisions important to the nursery industry. Therefore, the bill was not
brought up for vote in the Senate in June. It is hoped that a corrected version of the
bill will be taken to the Senate when it reconvenes in the fall.

Motion: by Airgood and seconded that STC write a letter to the governing body asking to be
allowed to provide input into the redevelopment plan for the Seminary TRW redevelopment

plan.

Ayes: Ainsworth, Airgood, Chen, Devoe, Frawley, Krauss, Stern

i-Tree training: Ainsworth reminded all that there will be an i-Tree training webinar. Stern has
signed up for some of the sessions. Some members may not be able to participate because i-
Tree is based on PC rather than MAC software.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion: to adjourn was made by Devoe and seconded.

Ayes: Airgood, Chen, Devoe, Fawley, Krauss, Stern, Ainsworth
Motion Carried. The meeting was adjourned at 6:07 p.n.
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Addendum — Action Plan:

ACTION TIME RESPONSIBILITY

STC Review of Plans | Ongoing Sapudar and subcommittee
for Witherspoon St

Project

Ordinance Revision | Ongoing STC

Prepare for CFMP | Ongoing Airgood/Chen
renewal

Articles for | Ongoing Stern/Airgood/Krauss
newspaper

Nassau St Ongoing Sapudar

Replanting

Minutes of the Shade Tree Commission Meeting
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TO: PRINCETON PLANNING BOARD

FROM: Princeton Shade Tree Commission
Sharon Ainsworth, Chair
Victoria Airgood
Sandra Chen
Raymond Devoe
Patricia Frawley
Lily Krauss, Vice Chair
Radhika Pola
Janet Stern

RE: 820 State Road; Block 805, Lot 4
Galaxy Tile
Major Site Plan with Variances

DATE: August 28, 2023

PRINCETON

SHADE TREE COMMISSION
400 Witherspoon Street
Princeton, New Jersey 08540
(609) 497-7639
Www.princetonnj.gov

The Princeton Shade Tree Commission (STC) has reviewed the Major Site Plan with Variances for

Galaxy Tile; 820 State Road; Block 805, Lot 4.

General Information:

This project proposes redeveloping an existing underutilized lot containing a vacant retail
building and parking lot to create a new retail tile shop/showroom with reconfigured parking.

The development proposes to reduce the impervious coverage.

Trees to be Removed:

1 6“ Caliper Deciduous tree--type unknown
1 8” Caliper Deciduous tree--type unknown
1 24" Caliper Deciduous multi-trunk--type unknown

Trees owed per the Ordinance: three 3 replacement trees due



PRINCETON PLANNING BOARD
820 State Road; Block 805, Lt 4

Galaxy Tile

Maijor Site Plan with Variances

August 28, 2023 Page 2
1 20" Deciduous multi-trunk--type unknown--to remain and to be protected with Tree

Protection Fencing to extend to the drip line
Trees to be Planted:

Shade Trees:
10 Acer rubrum ‘Armstrong’  Armstrong Red Maple 2.5” caliper

Flowering Tree:
1 Cornus Florida Flowering Dogwood 2.5” caliper

Evergreen Tree:
1 Juniperus virginiana Eastern Red Cedar 4’-5’ tall

Deciduous Shrubs:

18 Viburnum x rhytidophylloides ‘Alleghany’ Alleghany Vib.
24”-30"
18 Cornus sericea Red Osier Dogwood 18"-24"

Evergreen Shrubs:

15 llex glabra ‘compacta’ Compact Inkberry Holly 18”-24"
15 Buxus sempervirens ‘Green Mountain’ Green Mt. Boxwood
18”-24"

The plan calls for six Red Maples on one side of the parking lot and three on the other side of the
parking lot. The concentration of a single species of shade trees, while attractive, creates the
potential for a pathogen or invasive insect to attack these trees, making this monoculture
planting plan susceptible to future failure. Other native trees can be used while still retaining
some of the Red Maples.

The heavy use of Viburnum and Red Osier Dogwoods for the shrubs around the building also
makes them all susceptible to failure if a pathogen or insect attacks these shrubs. While the use
of native shrubs is commendable, other native shrubs again can provide diversity and lengthen
the flowering season and fall color season, making the plantings around the building and parking
lot more attractive as the seasons change.
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The llex glabra ‘compacta’ is a great native plant. The boxwood, however, has many potential
problems; one of these is boxwood blight. Instead of using boxwood, use bayberry (Myrica
pensylvanica) or American Hydrangea, especially since they will be located near the solid parts
of the building.

In the parking lot beds you can intersperse hydrangeas, Clethra alnifolia ‘Hummingbird’, or other
native flowering shrubs that will attract pollinators, butterflies, and bees.

It's time to break away from sterile evergreen shrubs (boxwood) that add no value to the
environment or to our natural flora and fauna. Since a continuous plant bed for the parking lot
has been used, make it a vibrant garden people will want to visit; add some native perennial
flowers such as Black Eyed Susans and Coneflowers.

As previously stated, the STC encourages species diversity to avoid monoculture to reduce the
risk of tree and shrub loss in the future due to pests or diseases. The industry standard is
10-20-30, that is no more than 10% of any one species, no more than 20% of any one genus, and
no more than 30% of any one family. The STC recommends this diversity standard be applied.

As a final comment, the Municipal Trees and Shrubs Ordinance (Chapter 22) requires contractors
to safeguard during construction activities the ground around trees, defined as the “Tree
Protection Zones” (TPZs). Protected Trees include those on the construction site and trees on
adjacent property—including in the Municipal right-of-Way -- whose TPZ would overlap the
property line. Fencing is required to protect these areas. The Enforcement Officer determines
the TPZ based on factors such as the tree’s species, age, structure, and health, as well as the soil
conditions.
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BACKGROUND

Princeton’s most recent Community Forest Management Plan (Section 3. COMMUNITY
OVERVIEW) states that “The Princeton Community Master Plan, adopted in November 2011,
and the subsequent Master Plan Reexamination Report (November 2017) include provisions
supporting the preservation, protection, and reforestation of the public tree resource. The 2017
review also referenced the STC for its recently completed update to the Trees and Shrubs ordinance
that strengthened the tree removal and replacement requirements . . .

“The recently updated street tree inventory shows that the municipality of Princeton has a total of
18,077 street trees . . .
“The data reveal that trees in 3 genus categories make up 40% of Princeton’s street tree population

(maple, ash, and oak). Unfortunately, 2 of the 3 genera are under siege: all species of ash
(Fraxinus) are targets of the EAB, and many species of oak (Quercus) are susceptible to BLS. Just
over 3,000 street trees or about 17% of the population are at risk due to EAB and BLS. Tree loss
and damage have also increased due to a series of unusual weather events including Superstorm
Sandy, ice storms, and late-season heavy snowfall. At least 500 new trees have been planted in
the past 5 years, yet removals continue to outpace plantings by a roughly 2 to 1 ratio. These
convergences of events, coupled with an aging tree population and a substantial number of
removals on some properties being developed, require strategic management of our urban forest,
as well as significant public investment and support.”

As of July 2023, i-Tree’s “Our Trees” canopy tool calculates Princeton’s tree canopy at 37.79%
on 446 acres, with impervious surfaces calculated at 24.73% over 292 acres. A 10% increase in
canopy area would add $16,383 in tree benefits to Princeton and 567,494 more gallons of avoided
storm water runoff, among other benefits.

As in most communities, the majority of trees being removed are residential removals and those
in the way of developers, several of whom clear cut the properties before they begin to build. It
seems counterintuitive to be removing mature trees at all, let alone in the incalculable numbers
we are seeing around Princeton. It is stated in study after study that, for reasons we are all aware
of, mature trees are a municipality’s best weapon for countering the effects of climate change.

Therefore, to fulfill Section 3. of Princeton’s CFMP, and to help combat the increasing
environmental disasters (and increased storm water runoff) associated with climate crises, the
STC subcommittee on ordinance revisions, consisting of Janet, Sandra, and Victoria, has
undertaken the updating of Sec. 22-14(a), which lists the factors the enforcement officer should
take into account when deciding whether to approve or deny a permit. If approval is denied, the
owner would then have the chance to come to the STC to appeal the decision--one of the STC’s
most important granted powers. There may be other options the STC and owner can come up
with together besides clear cutting or removing almost all the trees on a property.



We hope that these proposed revisions will help ensure that Princeton’s canopy and urban
forest—the gradual loss of which is apparent both in the data and in Princeton’s streetscape—do
not shrink further.

There are two documents attached: 1) a revised Sec. 22-14. Review of application for tree
removal; decision on application; time requirements; expiration; and 2) Recommendation
of Additional Updates to the Trees and Shrubs Ordinance Necessitated by or Concurrent
with the Revision of Sec. 22-14(a). Red highlighting indicates a change from or addition to the
current ordinance.

We would be grateful if both documents would be read carefully by all STC members; we look
forward to hearing comments from everyone at the upcoming meeting.

Janet, Sandra, and Victoria






